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( DOES YOUR MOTHER 
KNOW YOU DO THIS? 


By Joe! Simches 


‘Special Episode: “Tha Station” 


Icirit know iad oven heard ct The Staton 
West Warwick, Rhode Island unt | saw the 
hori video footage and reakzed that { had 
maxed a band there several months bole. | was. 
shocked and sarkened by what | saw, because 
shoud have never happened. | was even more 
appated by what happened in he hours folowing 
this tagedy The media is almost aways navely 
‘Cueless about what actualy happens within our 
‘cuture, speciicaly. n fis casa, in our music 
scene, but hey were asking alle right ques: 
‘tons about why and how this could happen, The 
answers ey got howeve. san antral trent 
sory. The frst interview | "Saw on CNN was a 
phone inlervew wil the ckb's “Stage Teche 
an” (read ~ house sound guy) who tok te 
reporters that ne had no idea Dat Great Write 
wore using pyrotechnics and that # they Pad 
Dermastion to do 80, at he'd Be the fest to know. 
lnm opinion, ths 1s a lad of rap, itorionaty 
Litered o excuse Nene and the cA rom any 
‘notion of Rabity. First of al, The Station predom- 
‘nant hosts joads of 80s hai metal bands and 
metal rete bands. Pyrotechnics is as common 
‘win hs gone 05 8 Opt loathe pants Even # he 
ori brow he band were using this, he woud 
have seen boing loaded in and plugged in 
letter curing souicheck or betore the show. The 
‘ype of soundmen hat work these chs are very 
lerrtoral about thew stage, their sound system. 
and, ntact, their chi You couss' plug in fan 
onstage whol the soundnan knowing about 
‘Tha the same soundman fat stood band me 
Win a dectbet meter white | was mbxng to make 
sure atthe music wasn't too loud The layor of 
soundprooing thal coves the back of the stage 
‘a covered trom floor to exling with gg crates, 
Wine prokrsmonal soundorootng 6 Rare ret 
dant, ogg crate packing & litle more than 
Presed cardboard and would go un fame 
from the heat of 9 song stagueght E99 crates 
fre extremely cheap and easy 10 come by and 
fre realy good at absorbing soundwaves, 
whereas Te more heavy duty sound medaton a 
‘ery expensive. Whie not completa tam 
mable, 1h stutl buns and the tunes are 
‘extremely tovc, hence he thick Back smoke The 
tad singor of Great White claims that te band 
‘had permiasion 1 use spark shooters inthe lib 
| find tis statement to be Highly questionable. 


‘Tourng bands at tis level rarely dea! directly 
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‘The frst thing | asked 24-year-old Donnas’ drummer Torry Castelano (aka Donna C) once 
‘we finally got setled on the tour bus was f she chose to play @ pink drum kat because of The New 
‘York Dolls..Tory’s eyes it up, "Hell yes, exacty. Finally someone who gels it t's all about the Dols, 
‘ot ‘cause we're girls." It had been a long afternoon filed with all the chaos usually reserved for 
‘Sever igure rock tours, Plus, the pravious right The Donnas had eld court at that too cool for schoo! 
‘orgy known as a Friday night headline in NYC at ving Plaza Trust me, this is not the optimum stu- 
‘ation for a real comfy interview. Bu, Tory isa drummer's drummer. She plays win the kind of reck- 
lessness, soul, and abandon that is spawned in a garage and nurtured on stage that you have 10 be 
‘born with, It can never be taught. This pledriving donnybrook of fying hair. ticks inthe sky sweaty 
‘ack fury is the straw that strs the Donnas’ drink. Onstage it defines tham, Drummers We this alway 
‘lovate their bands by not only Keeping te, but knowing exactly what te ii Torry knows the 
‘crucial truths of the rock: 1) That the 1/4 note cowbell ride contains unstoppable evi rock powers; 2) 
Fring Steven Adler was the end of Guns N loses 3) Dave Grohi is way more fun behind the drums 
{hat in front of them; and 4) AC/DC's Prt Rudd may well be the greatest rock drummer ofall me. 
‘Torry and tare in complete agreement, which is always a lovelest for drummers and realy annoying 
for everyone else. tt you dort Delve me, come hang out wit Jimmy (trom The Real Kids) and me 
ha sane WOT rae you ek Bare = nono" Seana 


‘Alter five records, countless shows, miles. and tours. The Donnas are a band on the brink of the 
super bigtime, Ther rst majr label elgaso Spend The Nght (Attic) ts out. They ar on commer- 
Cia radio and MTV and have deals wih Budweiser, Urban Outer, and Target Do you hear sens? 


‘Right now The Donnas are our 23- and 24-year-old women faced with the two moet daunting and 
necessary task in rock: those are getting real rock and real rock women played on the radio simul 
taneously As I stands in March of 2003 the only realistic hope there i nthe face of tho Avie and 
Kellys and Christinas are the Oonnas (and soon The Disties). Christalamighty! Someone has to 
‘make Joan Jett, Chrissy Hynde, and the rest of us proxd. The Donnas are prepared to do just 
‘hat...By any means necessary. 


‘Soundcheck Magazine: /m glad Im geting to interview you. You play drums just ike 1 00 ail 
forearm no wrist 
‘Torry Castellano: Yes, no wrist. Ive bean tying to work on the wrist thing: Ws Ftd to get out othe 
habit do warm-ups with my wrist and then when | actualy end up playing Wve. the... aa/TUgh 
‘SCM: Can you fell what kind of show youre going 0 have by the wey you sweat in te frst song? 
‘TC: Yeah, | think so, There have boon really just a fow shows wher | thought the show was going 10 
{90 one way by the first song and thar it went another way. nk you can tel maybe in the frst two. 
‘SCM: You wore in New York City lastnight in Wrving Plaza? Mow was that show? 
‘TC: It was pretty crazy. New York is always realy bizare Because there are a mon, tion people 
backstage, people we have fo lak 10 and stu, and we dd alot of press, which ia cool and stuf! but 
= 1 know It was really Hot, talk about sweating, and | jut felt tke ~ | cid Heel the | played the best 
‘and | was kind ofa ite disappointed. But woe all aly hard on ourvaves, vo who can know The 
Crowd was pretty good but sometimes in New York and LA. the crowd is kind of Industry and then 
rae ot as, st young Ks gong crazy. | ou was OX. 

ve read some negative press on you guys of because you've been pretty wiling to do what- 
‘ever it takes to make this band as big as possible and be absolutely shameless about and | think 
that's coo. think rock stars should be rock stars. 
‘TC: mean that's the thing is when people say. Oh | can believe you went to a major label or what. 
‘over, you know we were never one of those bands thal said, we will never go 10 a major label and 
‘then went to one. We always said wa tke big shows, we lke when people are rely excted to 300 
Us ive; playing Ive is he funnest thing that we do in this band nd we want to play good ive shows, 
40 we want more and more and people and stl, s0 yeah we defivtely want K to be as big as 


wera. soundeheckmag, 


to be an uphill baile. We talked 
‘abou! all the time and had meetings. 
‘about It. | hink we've had some pretty 
ood success and stutl and | feel 
‘wally proud aboul that because it 
‘defintely needs to change, ifs insane. 
‘SCM: Its not aven rock women — rock 
‘doesn't get played on the radio. 
‘Nashvile Pussy can't get played on 
the radio. Buckcherry second disc 
‘couldn’ really get played on the radio 
= and that was an awesome record. 


TC: It's depressing, 


SCM: | saw them open for AC/DC 
‘and there were maybe 5,000 kids in 
the Fleet Center and four of us know 
the record. Do you know who The 
Hangmen are? 

Te: I've heard of them, 

SCM: They have a lve record on 

‘Acitate. They're a ile ike the Super- 

suckers, ike all the Swedish motor- 

‘punk bands are trying o be. You need 

The Hangmen recorc. theyre the real 

shut 

TC: | wal check that out 

‘SCM: Wy do you siippose kids dont 

connect with rock that's rooted in 

KISS, AC/DC, Motorhead, and Asro- 

smn 

TC: | think ifs because theyre just 

bombarded with other bands ~ that whole nu metal rap rock stuff. mean it was everywhere and you 
couldn't escape it. Young kids are going 10 take what they can got ifs al over MTY, its all over the 
radio | foe! lke I's batiar now than it has been in the last Yew years, dental. Like even with bands 
tino The White Stripes being able to be played on radio. 

SCM: How did you all wind up - youre obviously steeped in ACIDC and KISS and really good ‘70s 

‘cockrock - you guys were 14. 15 when you started this thing? 

Te: 13 and 14 

‘SCM: How oid THAT happen? 

TC: Woll, Aerosmith and AC/DC and even KISS were totally around when we were younger and first 

Jearning - even belore we fist started our band. | hunk | got my frst AC/DC record when | was in sith 

fade of somathing and so If's just always been around and we've always loved it and | think you feel 

Rind of a fondness for things that you grew up with. { datintaly think those bands made music that ~ 

Its just really fun and excting and you could always put on the record and. 

‘SCM: What's your favorite AC/DC song? 

TC: Probably "Rock and Roll Damnation 

SCM: “Shot Down In Flames: 

TC: We covered that song. 

SCM: What was your greatest hope for this band when you started it? 

TC: | wanted us 10 open for the Bikini Kil at Gliman St. That's what | wanted for us.| didn't even want 

fo hosdine. | just wanted Us to open there with them. We never played with the Bikini Kit but We 

‘ended up playing at Gillman - actually we kind of sucked. 

SCM: There's a story that he Bikini Kil reformed after seeing The Donnas. 

TC: Bratmobile, that Was i 

SCM: Them and Tribe 8 | always kind of put all on the same plain. 

FG: True and actually we jus! got to play with Tribe 8. Those are the bands we used to go and soe 

when we wore fst starting our band. I's really cool to go and see them and stu and see what girs 

‘Could Jo because people kept teling us at our high schoo! that gris couldn't and it was kind of Uke, 

wall they're doing i 

‘SCM: Did the kids in your high schoo! really hate you? 

TC: Yooh. I was just ke this alien concept to them that girts would actualy ever even want 10 
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be in a band so | think that they 
had noidea what fo do with i They 

would make up all these rumors, 

‘once we started our band. iterally 

Overnight we were lesbians, drug 

Addicts, satan worshippers, 

SCM: Whar's wrong with any of that? 

TC: Nothing - but to them that was 

lke @ big. huge insult. Another big 

huge rumor that they put out there 

that was supposed to be a big insult 

was that | kicked my bass drum 

instead of having a bass drum pedal 

I don't know where that came trom, { 

don’t know why that was @ huge 

Insult, but it was lke, Whoa, she's 

crazy or something 

SCM: What's your greatest hope 

‘now for The Donnas? 

‘TG: | have goals like | want our tour to 

190 well, | want tonight's show to 90 

wall; | have some goals Uke things 

that are just right now... want fo get 

Played on the radio more and | want 

to get played on MTV. 100 - a ot. even 

more than we have. 'm really excked 

‘about everything that’s happened but 

| really think there has to be rock out 

there and girs playing rock out there. 

SCM: You guys have been pretty 

wiling to do some corporate tie-in stutt 

{o.make that happen, some stuf with Target - Is there anything you wouldn't do? 

TC: Detintely wa've been offered things that we didn’t 

SCM: For instance what? 

T: | don” know it realy want lo say that «| foe! the a tot of people are tke, Oh how could you do 
that? Stull with Target and Budweiser or whatever ard I say tvs: Number one, we ine those thnge 
wo go 10 Targot all the te; wo drink Budweiser, I's our tayorte beer We're not going 10 do sone. 
thing with some company ust because they're asking us to and {eel Wn that - you the tho ono 
{that's something. And also that Budweiser was going to be on rock radio and thal was betore we ence 
Qot played on rock racho and we were tke, wel maybe atleast our song wil be playing even mre 
Gommercial on rock radio | think that's really important. 

SCM: What's your greatest fear in The Donnas? 

TC: | don't know... think whenever we pul Out & new record. | have worries, ike wil people lite 8 
{a1 very right that tm going to play badly [Laughs] | tel He there are 3 lt fears but you just got 
\o stay focused. | fear that we are never gat any sloep or ever going lo ea! a moal i a dey 

SCM: You guys have completely grown up together. Do you sit all love each other 

TC: Yes. 

SCM: How does that remain intact? You toured for years. You guys have been through a et 

TC: | think its ‘cause we were friends betore the band even started and | think we had that founda. 
Won. 

SCM: Most people who are friends when they're 13 or 14 aren't stil thends at 22 or 23. 

TC: Weil that is true. But | moan tke, three of us went fo elementary together, £0 we were friends for 
A really long time and its kind of Bke a home. We know them 80 wel and they know you 80 well and 
rt other three gris know my experience 


Stand what theyre going through. | also think we have really stn 
‘each other laugh 
SCM: I ihink that's one of the bust things about boing in a band is that you get tobe ina gang. 
TC: Yoah, we detintely feel that way 
‘SCM: if Joan Jett got ina fight with Lita Ford, who would win? 

‘TC: Oh mant | don’t want them to even get in a fight! They probably have aiready...Wel, ove 
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Lita... don't even know if| want to answer that question. That's really hard. We've played with 
Joan and she's ust so nice and so cool. | love her. 

‘SCM: Who are your favorite bands to play with? 

TC: The Strokes were really un actually. It was kind of crazy, we were Ie a Iitle nervous about i 
the audience going 1o lke us. | think fs kind of hard to find bands that we work with musically. They 
were really cool and they were really nice. | mear that's he other thing is that you have to find 
People that you know you spend s0 much time, Uke soundchack or whatever, like OK Go — they arg 
Feally nice guys and it's coo! just to hang oul with them and everything. We've done a couple of showal 
With Batmobile and they were fun, waite friends with them and stuf There's this Canadian band, Th 
‘Smugglers, and we cid a couple of tours wih them and they/re realy funny and so that was kind ol 
‘SCM: Who are your favorite three drummers 

TC: Tommy Lee, definitely. | Hke Phil Rudd from AC/DC, defintely one of my favorites. A lol of peo 
when | say that, they're lke, But he's 80 simple... He puls the song frst and | think he does do some 
really cool lite things that ads to that song without taking over. | think that's really important 

SCM: Youte the only other drummer other me that ever Says Phu! Rud. 

‘TC: Thats so cool! 

SCM: | would probably say Paul Cook from The Sex Pistols 

TC: Oh yeah, he's great 

SCM: Give me a third 

TC: | lke Charie Watts a lot 

SCM: If you could open for any band out of the history of rock and rol, who would i be? 

‘TC: | guess Id have to say either Guns 'N' Roses with the original lineup or AC/DC. 

SCM: I every baby gir was given an electric guitar, a copy of KISS “Alle.” and a pair of engineer 
boots as a birthrignt, would the world be a beter pace 

Te: Yos. 

SCM: / agree: and in order to make the same kind of improvement. what should every baby boy bel 
given? 

TC: Maybe some soap ‘at guys - don't really foe! lk 
they have to shower anymore. | think it might be kind of cool if they got the soap when they wer 
young and then maybe when they were around Ike 22 or something, using it would be a habit. « 
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